








• What about other 
religions? 

• What about the un-
evangelized? 

• Why is faith so 
difficult? 



Difficult Questions 
What about other religions? 

All religions are basically the same 

• basically untrue 

• truth excludes falsehood – tenets 

are mutually contradictory 



Difficult Questions 
What about other religions? 

“There are millions of ways to be a 

human being and many paths to 

what you call „God.‟ . . . There 

couldn‟t possibly be just one way.” 

 

Oprah Winfrey 



Difficult Questions 
What about other religions? 

All religions equally valid 

• mutually contradictory 

• pluralists revise religions 

• pluralists are themselves 

exclusivists 



Difficult Questions 
What about other religions? 

What about Christianity? 

Jesus answered, ―I am the way and the truth 
and the life.  No one comes to the Father 
except through me.‖ – John 14:6 
 
―Salvation is found in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given to men by 
which we must be saved.‖ – Acts 4:12 
 



Difficult Questions 
What about other religions? 

Christianity is exclusivist 



Difficult Questions 
What about other religions? 

Christianity has been called: 

• intolerant 

• arrogant 

• elitist 

• self-righteous 

• bigoted 

• narrow-minded 



Difficult Questions 
What about other religions? 

“absurd religious chauvinism” 
-pluralist Rosemary Radford Ruether 

 

“spiritual dictatorship” 

 

“insufferable presumption”  
– Charles Templeton 





Difficult Questions 
What about other religions? 

What about Christianity? 

• Christianity claims truth 

• Where another religion contradicts 

Christianity, that religion must be in error 

• All religions are exclusivist 

• What is true is true, what is false is false 



Difficult Questions 
What about other religions? 

What about Christianity? 

• Christians did not determine the exclusivity 

of Christianity, God did 

• Criticism of exclusivity is based in the false 

assumption that the tenets of Christianity 

are man-determined 



Difficult Questions 
What about other religions? 

What about Christianity? 

• Christians are sometimes victims of our 

own actions 

• Gandhi: “I like their Christ, I don‟t like 

their Christians.” 

• Nietzshe: “I will believe in the Redeemer 

when the Christian looks a little more 

redeemed.” 



Difficult Questions 
What about other religions? 

• Nature of “salvation” 

• All other belief systems rely on the 

actions of the adherent 

• Christianity relies on the completed 

action of God through Christ 

How does Christianity differ from other religions? 



Difficult Questions 
What about other religions? 

• Nature of God 

• Allah 

• Judaism – Jesus not the Son of God 

• Christianity – Jesus is Messiah, the Son 

of the living God 

How does Christianity differ from other religions? 



Difficult Questions 
What about other religions? 

How does Christianity differ from other religions? 



Difficult Questions 

What about those who have never 

had the opportunity to hear the 

gospel? 

 

How do I know if my loved one 

went to heaven or not? 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

What is clear: 

• All have sinned and fallen short 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

But now a righteousness from God, apart 
from law, has been made known, to which 
the Law and the Prophets testify. This 
righteousness from God comes through faith 
in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference,  for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God,  and are justified freely 
by his grace through the redemption that 
came by Christ Jesus. - Romans 3:21-24 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

What is clear: 

• All have sinned and fallen short 

• The consequence of sin is death 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
Romans 6:23 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

What is clear: 

• All have sinned and fallen short 

• The consequence of sin is death 

• Salvation is by grace and not works 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no 
one can boast.  
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

What is clear: 

• All have sinned and fallen short 

• The consequence of sin is death 

• Salvation is by grace and not works 

• God does not wish for anyone to be 

condemned 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Say to them, 'As surely as I live, declares the 
Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but rather that they turn 
from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from 
your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of 
Israel?‗ 
 
Ezekiel 33:11 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, 
as some understand slowness. He is patient 
with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance.  
 
2 Peter 3:9 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

What is clear: 

• All have sinned and fallen short 

• The consequence of sin is death 

• Salvation is by grace and not works 

• God does not wish for anyone to be 

condemned 

• Salvation comes only by Christ 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Jesus answered, ―I am the way and the truth 
and the life.  No one comes to the Father except 
through me.‖ – John 14:6 
 
―Salvation is found in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given to men by 
which we must be saved.‖ – Acts 4:12 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

What is clear: 

• All have sinned and fallen short 

• The consequence of sin is death 

• Salvation is by grace and not works 

• God does not wish for anyone to be 

condemned 

• Salvation comes only by Christ 

• Christ died for all, without exception 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

 My dear children, I write this to you so that 
you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we 
have one who speaks to the Father in our 
defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He 
is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not 
only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 
world.  
 
1 John 2:1-2 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

What is clear: 

• All have sinned and fallen short 

• The consequence of sin is death 

• Salvation is by grace and not works 

• God does not wish for anyone to be 

condemned 

• Salvation comes only by Christ 

• Christ died for all, without exception 



Difficult Questions 

If Jesus is the only way to God, 

what about those who have never 

heard of him? 

What about the un-evangelized? 



Difficult Questions 

South Union Statement of Belief: 

The Bible is the inspired Word 

of God.  It is without error.  It is 

a love letter from God to each 

of us with instructions on how 

to do life. 

What about the un-evangelized? 



Difficult Questions 

South Union Statement of Belief: 

We believe that in matters of 

doctrine we will have unity, in 

matters of opinion we will have 

liberty, but in all things we will 

show love. 

What about the un-evangelized? 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Inclusivism 
• Not pluralism 

• Reasoning: 

• If God truly loves all the world and 

• If Christ died for all without exception and 

• If God isn‟t willing that any perish 

• Then initiating grace is directed toward all 

without exception 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Inclusivism 
 

It seems difficult to believe that the God we 

know – the God of love, mercy, and grace – 

would not make His plan of salvation 

available to each individual. 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

―If every human being in all times and ages has 
been objectively provided for through the 
unique redemption in Jesus, and if this 
provision is in fact intended by God for every 
such human being, then it must be possible for 
every human individual to become personally 
eligible to receive that provision – regardless of 
his historical, cultural, or personal 
circumstances and situation.‖ 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Inclusivism 
• general (natural) revelation v. specific 

revelation 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

 For since the creation of the world God's 
invisible qualities—his eternal power and 
divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so that 
men are without excuse 
 
Romans 1:20 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the 
law, do by nature things required by the law, 
they are a law for themselves, even though they 
do not have the law, since they show that the 
requirements of the law are written on their 
hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, 
and their thoughts now accusing, now even 
defending them.)  

Romans 2:14-15 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

God "will give to each person according to what 
he has done." To those who by persistence in 
doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, 
he will give eternal life.  
 
Romans 2:6-7 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Inclusivism 
• general (natural) revelation v. specific 

revelation 

• optimistic about general revelation and tends 

to emphasize it 

• equates the modern un-evangelized with Old 

Testament saints 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Inclusivism 
• without the hope of general revelation, 

salvation depends on faithful and obedient 

saints to bring the message of the gospel 

• some may respond as best they can with the 

amount of “light” they have available to them 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Inclusivism (challenges) 
• OT saints are pre-Christ believers in Yahweh 

• diminishes missionary urgency 

• blurs distinctions which can result in idolatry 

and false religion 

• Vatican II – salvation could include devout 

and sincere Muslims 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Accessibilism 
Since God knows which persons would freely 

respond to the gospel upon hearing it, we 

shouldn‟t be surprised if the all-knowing God 

would arrange the actual world‟s 

circumstances so that these persons who 

would respond to the gospel get the 

opportunity to embrace Christ freely. 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Restrictivism 
 

• God‟s solution must include salvation through 

Christ‟s death (Galatians 2:21) 

• Those calling on the name of the Lord will be 

saved 

• Dim light of general revelation is insufficient 

where the gospel would prevail 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Agnostic 
 

• We can trust God with this question – He has 

it figured out 

• God‟s solution includes salvation through 

Christ‟s death 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Back to what is clear: 

• Those calling on “the name of the Lord will 

be saved” 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is 
Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with 
your heart that you believe and are justified, and it 
is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 
As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame.‖ For there is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord 
is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 
for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved." – Romans 10:9-13 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Back to what is clear: 

• Those calling on “the name of the Lord will 

be saved” 

• People may resist God‟s loving initiative of 

salvation 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

―Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 
whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's 
wrath remains on him."  
 
John 3:36 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 



Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Back to what is clear: 

• Those calling on “the name of the Lord will 

be saved” 

• People may resist God‟s loving initiative of 

salvation 



Difficult Questions 

Why is faith so difficult? 



Difficult Questions 
Why is faith so difficult? 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 
the skies proclaim the work of his 
hands. 
 
Psalm 19:1 



Difficult Questions 
Why is faith so difficult? 



Difficult Questions 
Why is faith so difficult? 

“Only in a world where faith is 

difficult can faith exist.” 



Difficult Questions 
Why is faith so difficult? 

• Certainty does not require faith 

because it does not require choice 

• Faith requires effort, but there are 

clues 

• Seek and ye shall find 

• Some will find, but not everybody 

• Who? . . . Those who seek 





Difficult Questions 
What about the un-evangelized? 

Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice 
that seek the LORD.   
Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face 
evermore.                                                – Psalm 105:3-4 
 
I love those who love me,  
       and those who seek me find me. – Proverbs 8:17 
 
You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart.                                         – Jeremiah 29:13 




