
Defending Faith 

Lesson 7: Difficult Questions 
 

Introduction 

 News item 

 Small groups ready? 

 

Why are we here? 

 Seekers, skeptics and antagonists 

 Jesus at the Pharisee’s house 

 

Lesson 

 Graham and Templeton 

o met in 1945 at a youth rally 

o roommates and companions on a European tour 

o some thought Templeton would eclipse Graham as an evangelist 

o by 1949, faith was gone 

o Henrietta Mears v. Charles Templeton 

o Graham’s moment of faith 

o Farewell to God: My Reasons for Rejecting the Christian Faith 

o Life Magazine picture 

 Three propositions: 

o God is all-good 
o God is all-knowing 
o God is all-powerful 
o Therefore, there should be no suffering. 

 God is all-powerful 
o What is God’s role in the world 

 errand boy? 
 not a matter of whether or not he can eliminate evil and suffering, 

but rather that he chooses not to 
o God gave us free-will 

 Why did God create us? Love relationship 
 
Deuteronomy 30:19-20 (New International Version) 
 19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you 
life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may 
live 20 and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to 
him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to 
give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
 
John 3:16 (King James Version) 



 16For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
 
John 14:21 (New International Version) 
21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who 
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him." 
 
Romans 8:35-39 (New International Version) 
35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written:  
   "For your sake we face death all day long;  
      we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered."[a] 37No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[b] neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
1 John 3:16 (New International Version) 
 16This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought 
to lay down our lives for our brothers. 
 
1 John 4:19 (New International Version) 
 19We love because he first loved us. 
 
Matthew 22:37-38 (New International Version) 
37Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.'[a] 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 
 

 no love relationship without the option to choose not to 
 With choice comes consequence 

 a necessary component of free-will 

 wages of sin is death 

 sin brought suffering (Romans 5:12-13) 

 sin brought evil 

 can’t have free will without the possibility of sin; sin 
requires the consequences of suffering and evil; to 
eliminate suffering and evil would be to eliminate 
free will 

o eliminates the possibility of a true love 
relationship – the very reason we were 
created 

 the overwhelming majority of evil and suffering in the world 
is self-inflicted 

 Why do bad things happen to good people? (God is all-good) 

o Hurricanes and cancer 

 cancer a consequence of sin 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208:35-&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28138a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208:35-&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28140b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2022:37-38&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23908a


 there are no good people 

o What does “good” mean? 
 absence of suffering? (prayer list) 
 absence of evil? 
 absence of pain? 
 presence of happiness? (Colts – Jimmy) 
 presence of pleasure? (current culture) 

o The greatest good = eternal life with God 
 Examples of suffering being for the greater good 

 we don’t always see the greater good – child diabetic (God is 
all-knowing) 

o adults have more knowledge than children 
o God has more knowledge than adults 

 sometimes to be good is to not be kind (dentist, coaches, 
parent, teacher) 

 suffering brings us closer to God 

 evidence: hitting the lottery v. getting hit by a tornado 
 God uses suffering to mold character (1 Peter) 
 the point of our lives in this world is not comfort, but training and 

preparation for eternity (Hebrews 5:8) 

 Job 
 God does not cause evil (we did) but he does use it for his 

purpose (Romans 8:28) 

 Pharoah 

 Judas, Pilate, Herod 

 God is all-knowing 

o a loving God could tolerate evil things now that lead to better 

things later 

o most horrible event in human history – the execution of God 

 If there were a good God, there would be no evil.  Such a God would eliminate 
evil. 

o Who would be left standing? 
o Always willing for God to stamp out evil – right up to our doorstep 

 How can a good God bear all the suffering in the world?  - He did! 

o He became sin who knew no sin 

o My God, my God . . . 

 What would we be like if there was no suffering – no toothaches, no lost loved 

ones, no financial hardship, no Chicago Cubs: spoiled brats 

 Some evil and suffering accounted for by Satan 

 Evil is evidence for the existence of God 

o identifying that things aren’t as they should be (evil and suffering rather 

than good) is an acknowledgement that there is an ought to be 

o without God, there is no good and evil because He establishes the objective 

standard of good and evil 



 

 What about God imposed suffering? 
o Establish point 

 Scripture references to God’s “brutalilty” 

 Deuteronomy 7 – destroy all of the Canaanites 

 Amalekites (1 Samuel 15:3) 

 Egyptian firstborn 

 flood 

 Thomas Jefferson 
 Thomas Paine 

o Three characteristics of God: 

 God is holy 

 God is love 

 God is just 

o Example of the Amalekites: 
 brutal people bent on destroying Israel 
 Israel are God’s chosen people through whom salvation would come 
 what about the children? 

 born in sin 

 God’s sovereignty over life 

 what is wrong for us is not necessarily wrong for God 

 taking the children was merciful – went to heaven (died 
before the age of accountability) (Isaiah 7:16, Mark 10:14) 

 women and children would have fled before the battle 
o always preceded by a warning 

 Canaan and Amalek had 400 years to repent 
 offer of peace 

o Other examples 
 Jericho: brutality, cruelty, incest, bestiality, cultic prostitution, and 

child sacrifice 
o the example of Ninevah - repentence 

 

 Why does God send people to hell? 

o Short answer: he doesn’t 

 Ezekiel 33:11 

o We end up where our lives have chosen for us to be 

o What is hell? 

 not a torture chamber 

 separation from God 

 separation from others – those who know and love God 

 hell is punishment, but not punishing (punishment = separation 

from God 

 shame, anguish and regret 



 

 Why does God make it so difficult to believe in him? 

o “Only in a world where faith is difficult can faith exist.” 

 certainty does not require faith 

 God is a hidden God (scripture?) 

o we have to make an effort, but there are clues we can follow 

 more than clues = certainty 

 less than clues = not enough evidence 

 seek and ye shall find 

 some will find him, but not everybody – those who seek 

 

 

To Do: 

 suffering and good (I Peter 4:12, 1 Peter 5:10, 1 Peter 1) 

 Handbook of Christian Apologetics by Peter Kreeft 

 News item 

 Norman Geisler 

 


