
Defending Faith 
Lesson 5: Evolution and Logical Fallacies 

 
Why are we here? 

  “As far as Christianity was concerned, the advent of the theory of 
evolution . . . was catastrophic . . . The decline in religious belief can 
probably be attributable more to the propagation and advocacy by the 
intellectual and scientific community of the Darwinian version of evolution 
than to any other single factor.” Michael Denton, molecular biologist1 

  “I stand in awe of God because of what he has done through his creation.  
Only a rookie who knows nothing about science would say science takes 
away from faith.  If you really study science, it will bring you closer to 
God.”  Dr. James Tour, nanoscientist.1 

 1 Peter 3:15 
o “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to 

give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope 
that is in you with meekness and fear.” 

o questions about science have become obstacles to faith 
Lesson 

 Evolution (macro) 
o non-living matter sprang from nothing 
o living matter sprang from non-living matter 
o single-celled organisms, through mutation and natural selection, 

gave rise to multi-celled organisms 
o multi-celled organism, through mutation and natural selection, 

produced a variety of species lines, including humans 

 creationism – the belief that life and the universe are the creation of a 
supernatural being 

 intelligent design – the viewpoint that scientific evidence leads to the 
conclusion that there is an intelligent designer behind what we find in the 
natural world, but generally avoids a description of the designer 

 Neither creationism nor intelligent design can be “proven” through 
scientific methods.  However, scientific evidence can confirm the validity 
of these assertions 

 What could have happened? 
o living matter from non-living matter 

 thought more likely in Darwin’s time (did not understand 
microorganisms, thought cell was more simple than it is) 

 1920s – Pasteur’s work (1866) demonstrated it would have 
to take billions and billions of years (Origin published in 
1859) 

 Stanley Miller – “stacked deck” 

 methane, ammonia, hydrogen 

 amino acids -> proteins -> cell 



 “The probability of linking together just one hundred amino 
acids to create one protein molecule by chance would be the 
same as a blindfolded man finding one marked grain of sand 
somewhere in the vastness of the Sahara Desert – and doing 
it not just once, but three different times.”3 

 Miller, forty years after his experiment said to Scientific 
American, “The problem of the origin of life has turned out 
to be much more difficult than I, and most other people, 
envisioned.”4 

 Haven’t even begun to address the problem of DNA 
 1999 international conference on origin of life was described 

as grim – full of frustration, pessimism and desperation. 
  “The origin of life appears to be almost a miracle, so many 

are the conditions which would have had to be satisfied to 
get it going.” – Sir Francis Crick5 

 Rescuing devices:  

 not yet known law of physics 

 billions of galaxies with billions of planets 
 FITS INTO CREATIONISM 

o DNA changes 
 more complex than protein (blue print for proteins) 
 to evolve from a single-celled organism to higher forms of 

life requires DNA molecules to acquire information 
 three factors that cause evolutionary change: 

 natural selection 
o editing process, not a creative one 
o results in information loss, not gain 

 genetic drift – results in loss of information 

 gene flow – gain or loss of existing information 
 mutation 

 most mutations are harmful 

 mutations that are beneficial do not produce new 
information 

 since mutation is almost always harmful, only a 
combination of countless mutations, some of which 
will be “beneficial,” with vast amounts of time 
(billions and billions of years) could produce 
Darwinian evolution 

 irreducible complexity 

 eye 

 inter-related functions: heart, lungs, kidney 

 sexual organisms 
 FITS INTO CREATIONISM 



 What did happen? 
o fossil record 

 appears to be a sudden appearance of nearly all the animal 
phyla, and they appear fully formed, “without a trace of the 
evolutionary ancestors that Darwinists require.”6 

o transitional forms 
 conflicting viewpoints on whether some fossils indicate a 

transitional forms 

 some evolutionary scientists identify some fossils as 
“transitional” (some identify many) 

 none of these transitional fossils are without critics in 
the evolutionary community 

 creations and ID proponents (of course) join with the 
critics 

 conclusions:  
o relatively small number of alleged transitional 

forms 
o no undisputed transitional forms 

 rescuing device 

 some downplay the need for transitional fossils 
completely 

 transitional forms were short lived 

 haven’t found them yet 
 “We are now about one hundred and twenty years after 

Darwin and the knowledge of the fossil record has been 
greatly expanded.  We now have a quarter of a million fossil 
species, but the situation hasn’t changed much . . . We have 
even fewer examples of examples of evolutionary transition 
than we had in Darwin’s time.” – David M. Raup, curator of 
the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago.7 

 FITS INTO CREATIONISM 
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