


Julius Caesar 

• The Gallic Wars – 10 

• Seutonius – 8 

• Others – 20 – 30 

• New Testament – 20,000+ 



Sourcing 



When assessing historical documents, the 
following criteria are significant: 

• Are the documents in agreement? 

Although no two MSS are identical, 
the New Testament MSS contain less 
than 1% variance (according to 
manuscript scholar Daniel Wallace) 

 word order 

 articles 

 spelling 



Archaeology 

John McRay: “Archaeology has not 
produced anything that is unequivocally 
a contradiction of the Bible.” 



• Objection #1 - Coincidence 
~Peter Stoner used science and 

statistics to calculate that the odds of 
fulfilling just 8 of the prophecies was 
1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000 

~Fulfilling 48 prophecies would be 1 
in 10157 

Lord 
Prophecy 



Cross-
examination 



   Not many of you should 
presume to be teachers, my 
brothers, because you know that 
we who teach will be 
judged more strictly. 

James 3:1 



In The News 





In The News 



Bears 3 – 0 
 

Colts  2 – 1 
 

Packers 2 – 1 
 

Redskins 1 – 2 
 

Vikings 1 – 2 
 

Cowboys 1 – 2 



In The News 







Questions, 
Questions 







• 60% believe in Noah’s Ark 
• Why is stuff in the Bible untrue? 
• See you neighbor working on Sunday – kill 

him 
• “makes no sense”, “immoral”, “wacky” 
• allegorical 
• God did not write it 
• Can’t explain the origin of earth – “shouldn’t 

make up stories” 
• Faith – “purposeful suspension of critical 

thinking” 





   Dear friends, although I was 
very eager to write to you about 
the salvation we share, I felt I 
had to write and urge you to 
contend for the faith that 
was once for all entrusted to the 
saints. 

Jude 3 





Do Faith and 
Science Conflict? 



science = knowledge 

religion = philosophy 



religion = knowledge 

science = philosophy 



Worldviews 



   But after he had considered this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to hiim in 
a dream and said, “Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Matthew 1:20 



. . . it is proper to observe, that it has no 
higher authority than that of a dream; 
for it is impossible to a man to behold 
anything in a dream but that which he 
dreams of. . . . . So wonderful and 
irrational is the faculty of the mind in 
dream, that it acts the part of all the 
characters its imagination creates, . . .  



. . . and what it thinks it hears from any 
of them is no other than what the 
roving rapidity of its own imagination 
invents. It is therefore nothing to 
me what Joseph dreamed of; 
whether of the fidelity or infidelity of 
his wife. I pay no regard to my own 
dreams, and I should be weak 
indeed to put faith in the dreams 
of another. 
 



Deism is knowledge of God based on the 
application of our reason on the designs/laws 
found throughout Nature. The designs 
presuppose a Designer. Deism is therefore a 
natural religion and is not a "revealed" 
religion. The natural religion/philosophy of 
Deism frees those who embrace it from 
the inconsistencies of superstition and 
the negativity of fear that are so 
strongly represented in all of the 
"revealed" religions such as Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam.  



Our willingness to accept scientific claims 
that are against common sense is the key 
to an understanding of the real struggle 
between science and the supernatural. We take 
the side of science in spite of the patent 
absurdity of some of its constructs, in 
spite of its failure to fulfill many of its 
extravagant promises of health and life, 
in spite of the tolerance of the scientific 
community for unsubstantiated just-so 
stories, because we have a prior 
commitment, a commitment to 
materialism.  



It is not that the methods and institutions of 
science somehow compel us to accept a 
material explanation of the phenomenal world, 
but, on the contrary, that we are forced by our 
a priori adherence to material causes to 
create an apparatus of investigation and a set 
of concepts that produce material 
explanations, no matter how counter-
intuitive, no matter how mystifying to the 
uninitiated. Moreover, that materialism 
is absolute, for we cannot allow a Divine 
Foot in the door.  
 







Worldview 
 
 

• the set of presuppositions 
(assumptions) that an individual 
uses to interpret the world around 
him and give it meaning and 
understanding 

• EVERYONE HAS ONE 
 



Worldview 
 

• Who am I? 
• Where did I come from? 
• Where am I going? 
• What is true and what is false? 
• How should I conduct my life? 
• Does God exist and if so what is my 

response to Him? 



 

Richard Lewontin (Materialist) 
 

• materialism - the theory of 
materialism holds that the only thing  
that exists is matter; that all things are 
composed of material and all 
phenomena (including consciousness) 
are the result of material interactions. 
In other words, matter is the only 
substance. 

• no spiritual realm, no ideological 
realm 



Deism (Naturalism) 
 

• believe in a god of nature -- a 
noninterventionist creator -- who 
permits the universe to run itself 
according to natural laws. 

• naturalism - everything can be explained 
in terms of natural causes 

• strongly related to materialism 
 



Empiricism  
 
the view that experience, especially of the 
senses, is the only source of knowledge (we 
can only know what we observe). 



Moral Relativism  
 
The view that moral or ethical statements, 
which vary from person to person, are all 
equally valid and no one’s opinion of “right 
and wrong” is really better than any other. 
 
There are no absolutes 



What does the Bible say about 
the idea of worldviews? 
 

Romans 12:2 – Do not conform any longer 
to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of you 
mind . .  
 
Philippians 2:5 – Let this mind be in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus: 



What does the Bible say about 
the idea of worldviews? 
 

Ephesians 4:23-24 – You were taught, with 
regard to your former way of life, to put off 
you old self, which is being corrupted by 
deceitful desires; to be made new in the 
attitude of your minds, and to put on the 
new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness 



What does the Bible say about 
the idea of worldviews? 
 

2 Corinthians 3:18 – And we, who with 
unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, 
are being transformed into his likeness 
with ever-increasing glory, which comes 
from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 



What does the Bible say about 
the idea of worldviews? 
 
 
 

Our worldview should be like 
that of Christ! 



Biblical Worldview: 
 
George Barna Survey (2003): 
• 4% of American adults 
• 9% of born-again Christians 
• 51% of American Protestant 

Pastors 



The debate over origins is 
ultimately a debate of 
competing worldviews: 
• comets 



Rescuing device: 
 
An explanation that explains 
away apparently contrary 
evidence 



The debate over origins is 
ultimately a debate of 
competing worldviews: 
• comets 
• DNA 
• fossils 



What are we to do? 
 
• All worldviews are NOT created 

equal 
• A “good” worldview must be 

logically consistent 



Moral Relativism  
 
The view that moral or ethical statements, 
which vary from person to person, are all 
equally valid and no one’s opinion of “right 
and wrong” is really better than any other. 
 
There are no absolutes 



What are we to do? 
 
• All worldviews are NOT created 

equal 
• A “good” worldview must be 

logically consistent 
• A rational worldview must provide 

the preconditions of intelligibility 



Biblical Worldview 
 
• Intelligent, rational, logical creator 
• Created man in his image 
• A uniform universe (Jer 33:25) 
• Gave us senses that we can (for the 

most part) trust 



Empiricism  
 
the view that experience, especially of the 
senses, is the only source of knowledge (we 
can only know what we observe). 







What are we to do? 
 
• All worldviews are NOT created 

equal 
• A “good” worldview must be 

logically consistent 
• A rational worldview must provide 

the preconditions of intelligibility 



Scientific testing: 
 

• Direct experimentation 
• Operational 
• Observational 

• Indirect experimentation 
• Distance 
• Too small 
• Time 



“Creationists do not believe in 
evolution.  But evolution 
happens – ever day things 
change.  So, it is absurd for 
creationists to deny evolution” 



Fallacy of Equivocation: 
 
Shifting the meaning of the 
word in the middle of an 
argument 



“Creationists do not believe in 
evolution.  But evolution 
happens – ever day things 
change.  So, it is absurd for 
creationists to deny evolution” 



Scientific testing: 
 

• Direct experimentation 
• Operational 
• Observational (micro-evolution 

within species) 
• Indirect experimentation 
• Distance 
• Too small 
• Time (macro-evolution) 







Next Week: 

Science, 
Evidence, 

Worldviews 
and Logical 

Fallacies 




