
Defending Faith 
Lesson 4: Worldviews and Science 

 

 Science = Knowledge, Religion = Philosophy 
o implies religion has no relation to knowledge 
o implies that science is void of philosophy 

 Worldviews 
o Materialism 

 materialism - the theory of materialism holds that 
the only thing that exists is matter; that all things are 
composed of material and all phenomena (including 
consciousness) are the result of material interactions. 
In other words, matter is the only substance. 

 no spiritual realm, no ideological realm 
o Deism (Naturalism) 

 believe in a god of nature -- a noninterventionist 
creator -- who permits the universe to run itself 
according to natural laws. 

 naturalism - everything can be explained in terms of 
natural causes 

 strongly related to materialism 
o Empiricism - the view that experience, especially of the 

senses, is the only source of knowledge (we can only know 
what we observe). 

o Moral relativism is the view that moral or ethical statements, 
which vary from person to person, are all equally valid and 
no one’s opinion of “right and wrong” is really better than 
any other.   “There are no absolutes.” 

 Definition 
o the set of presuppositions (assumptions) that an individual 

uses to interpret the world around him and give it meaning 
and understanding 

o EVERYONE HAS ONE 
o it is the basis for answering such questions as: 

 Who am I? 
 Where did I come from? 
 Where am I going? 
 What is true and what is false? 
 How should I conduct my life? 
 Does God exist and if so what is my response to Him? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Existence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consciousness
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Substance_theory


 Biblical Worldview 
o Scriptures 

 Romans 12:2 
 Philippians 2:5 
 Ephesians 4:23 
 2 Corinthians 3:18 

o A follower of Jesus Christ possesses a Biblical worldview 
 The Impact of Worldview 

o The debate over origins is ultimately a debate over 
competing worldviews 

 comets (proof of a young universe or produced by an 
Oort cloud) 

 DNA (proof of a common creator or proof of a common 
ancestor) 

 fossils ( result of a worldwide flood or result of a local 
flood or other catastrophic event) 

o rescuing devices 
 every worldview needs rescuing devices 
 a valid rescuing device must have a reason to be 

considered rational 

 What are we to do? 
o all worldviews are NOT created equal 
o a "good" worldview must be logically consistent 

 moral relativism - if no one's opinion of right and 
wrong is any better than others, and I say there is an 
absolute right and wrong, the moral relativist will say I 
am incorrect, thereby saying my opinion is wrong. 

 “There are not absolutes,” is itself an absolute. 
o a rational worldview must provide the preconditions of 

intelligibility 
 we have to be able to explain how we know things 
 Bible tells us we are created in the image of an 

intelligent, rational being and there is uniformity in the 
universe 

 empiricist - we can only know what we observe (when 
did we observe this?)  



 Scientific Testing 
o Direct 

 operational 
 observational 
 technological, medical advances 

o Indirect 
 distance (the universe) 
 smallness (atoms) 
 time (origins) 
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