
Defending Faith 

Lesson 3: Is Jesus God? 
 

 
 

 
 

Legend 
 

 Already dispelled the "hundreds of years later" objection  

 Gospels written early, still "legend" 
o VERY short historical time period 
o Too short for "legend" to develop 
o Too close to actual events - verifiable by witnesses 
o What about embellishment through oral tradition? 

 Established oral tradition 

 Fact checking built into the system 
 Accounts are FANTASTIC (miracles, etc.) - errors 

would have been pointed out 



Legend (cont.) 
 

 Gospels written early, fabricated by disciples 
o Establishment of the tenets of the religion by 37 AD 

 Jesus crucified around 32 AD 

 Paul's conversion around 34 AD 

 Paul meets with apostles around 37 AD 

 Theology already well developed within five years of 
crucifixion 

o Fact checking still an option 
 

Liar 
 
 Great teacher, but not God 

o inconsistent, not logical 

 Jesus created movement for own benefit 
o no financial gain 
o David Koresh, Jim Jones 

 closed and controlled 

 small in numbers by comparison 
o What about the miracles?  
o What about fulfilled prophecy? 

 

Lunatic 
 
 No evidence of abnormality 

o Composed under pressure 
o Teaching as one with authority 
o Answered difficult questions 
o What about the miracles?  
o What about fulfilled prophecy? 

 



Lord 
 

 The Bible Says so 
o We have the original words 
o Evidence of accuracy and truthfulness 
o Oral tradition 
o Theology established within five years of crucifixion 
o Historical Jesus - Historians 

 Josephus (Jewish historian, 1st Century) 
 Tacitus (Roman historian, AD 115) 

 Pliny the Younger (Roman historian AD 111) 

 Thallus (Roman historian, AD 52) 

 Talmud includes Mishnah (500, 200 AD) 
o Historical Jesus - Non-Biblical Facts About Jesus 

 Jesus was a Jewish teacher 
 Many believed Jesus performed healings and 

exorcisms 

 Some believed Jesus was Messiah 

 Jesus was rejected by Jewish leaders 

 Jesus was crucified under Pilate during reign of 
Tiberius 

 Followers believed Jesus was alive after his death 

 Religion spread to Rome by 64 AD 

 Jesus widely worshipped as God 
o Historical Jesus - Miscellaneous 

 Later Jewish writings describe Jesus as a sorcerer who 
lead Israel astray (acknowledges wonders) - Craig 
Bloomberg - The Historical Reliability of the Gospels 

 Koran describes Jesus being born to a virgin named 
Mary 

 Jesus' Character 
o John 8:46: "Can you prove me guilty of sin?" 
o Told his followers to ask for forgiveness, but never did 

himself 
o Followers claimed he committed no sin (1 Peter 2:22, 1 John 

3:5, 2 Corinthians 5:21) 



 Miracles 
o Jesus identifies his miracles as his credentials 
o Miracles are undisputed by his enemies either during his life 

or after 
o Historians document the widely held understanding that 

miracles occurred 

 Prophecy 
o 332 prophecies 
o McDowell lists 61 major prophecies 
o Objection #1 - Coincidence 

 Peter Stoner's calculations 

 Odds of fulfilling eight of the prophecies: 1 in 1017 

 Odds of fulfilling 48 of the prophecies: 1 in 10157 
o Objection #2 - Altered Gospel 

 Witnesses still alive 

 Dying for a lie 

 Enemies of the faith (Jews and Romans) would have 
taken the opportunity to expose the lie 

o Objection #3 - Intentional Fulfillment 
 Arrange ancestry? 

 Born in Bethlehem? 

 Method of execution? 

 Cast lots for clothes? 

 Legs unbroken? 
 Arrange when he was born? 

o Objection #4 - Context 

 Isaiah 7:14 

 bethulah, almah 

 Septuagint translated almah as “virgin” 

 Describing Old Testament event or Messianic 
prophecy? 



 Resurrection 
o Facts 

 Jesus predicted his own resurrection (Matthew 16:21, 
17:22-23; Mark 8:31, 10:32-33; Luke 9:22) 

 Resurrection part of theology within five years of the 
crucifixion 

 Constant reference in the epistles (written first and 
early) 

 Jesus appeared to hundreds of people after his death 
(10 distinct appearances 

 Many resurrection witnesses still alive at the time of 
the writing of the epistles 

o Objection #1: Body Stolen by Disciples 
 Matthew - guards paid off to say the body was stolen by 

the disciples while the guards slept 

 How could sleeping people be witnesses? 
 Disciples stole the body, then based on a lie, they 

established the church, spent their lives homeless, 
poor, oppressed and persecuted 

o Objections #2: Body Stolen by Jews, Romans 

 Why didn't they produce the body to dispel the myth? 
o Objection #3: Wrong Tomb Theory 

 Why didn't they produce the body to dispel the myth? 
o Objection #4: Swoon Theory 

 First appears in the eighth century 

 Beaten, crucified, wrapped and entombed 

 Disciples would still be promoting a lie 
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*** There are many sources available that contain the same or similar 
information.  The authenticity of Jesus as Messiah-God is a subject that has been 
explored, investigated and written about by many people. 


