
Defending Faith 

Lesson 2: Is the Bible God's Word? 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

Archaeology 
 

Archaeology cannot provide positive proof that scripture is God’s 
Word. However, confirming the historical and geographical accounts 
in the Bible enhances our confidence in those things that cannot be 
checked. 

 
Historical pattern of Biblical archaeology: 

 Biblical account is questioned 
o no evidence to support the account 
o incomplete evidence 

 New evidence confirms the Biblical account 
 



Examples of archaeology confirming Biblical accounts: 

 Luke 3:1 - Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene 
 Acts 17:6 - politarchs ("city officials") 

 Luke 18:35 - Jesus walking into Jericho (Mark 10:46 coming 
out) 

 References to 32 countries, 54 cities, 9 islands contain no errors 

 John 5:1-15 - Pool of Bethsaida 
 John 9:7 - Pool of Siloam 

 John 4:12 - Jacob's Well 

 John 19:13 - Stone Pavement near the Jaffa Gate 

 Mark 7:31 - Jesus from Tyre, through Sidon to Galilee 
 
 
Three big riddles: 

 Requirement to return home for the census 
 Gaius Vibius Maximus, Prefect of Egypt called for such 

a census in A.D. 104 

 Quirinius (two of them) 
 Nazareth 
 Slaughter at Bethlehem 

 context - brutal times with a brutal ruler (Herod) 
 probably a small slaughter 

 no mass communication 
 
John McRay: "Archaeology has not produced anything that is 
unequivocally a contradiction of the Bible." 
 
The sciences of archaeology and textual criticism are increasing the 
accuracy of our knowledge of scripture as time goes on. 
 



Consistency 
 

Bible Facts 

 40 authors over 1500 years 

 Could not have collaborated 

 Later authors picked up on earlier authors themes 

 A book about Jesus 
o the Tabernacle / Temple 
o the Sacrifices 
o the Passover 
o Types of Jesus 

 Adam - brought sin, Jesus - brought redemption 
 Melchizedek the High Priest 
 David 
 Moses 
 Jonah 

 
Unity of teachings: 

 man - his origin, fall, redemption, earthly and eternal destiny 

 sin - its beginning, consequences, punishment in this world and the 
next 

 Satan - the instigator of evil, the liar and murder from the beginning, 
his war against God and against  believers, his final judgment 

 Israel - her social and political development, idolatry, preservation, 
and final destiny 

 the church - her history, from her establishment to her glorification 

 salvation - its provision, according to the divine plan 

 repentance, faith, the life of the believer, prayer, the service of God, 
etc. - subjects for infinitely rewarding study, carrying us through the 
entire Bible 

 the Holy Spirit - present at creation, pronouncing the last prayer of 
the Bible 

 God - forever the same, in his sovereignty, his eternality, his 
spirituality, his omnipotence, his uniqueness, his omniscience, his 
omnipresence, his holiness, his righteousness, and his love 

 Jesus Christ - the person par excellence of all the written revelation 

 
Logic and reason suggest that there is a single author behind the story 
of the Bible. 
 



Prophecy 
 

The Bible identifies the test being a "god" 

 Isaiah 40-41 
o Familiar verses 
o Discourse on who God is 
o 41:21-23 

 Deuteronomy 18:21-22 
 

Daniel 9:24-26 
 Time period of "seventy sevens" (KJV - weeks) 

o end sin, everlasting righteousness,  
o seal up vision and prophecy, anoint the most holy 

 Seven sevens and sixty-two sevens (69 sevens) 
o decree issued to rebuild Jerusalem 
o period of 69 sevens 
o Anointed one will come 
o Anointed one will be cut off 
o The people of the ruler who will come and destroy 

Jerusalem and the Temple 

 Do the math 
o Nehemiah 2:1-8 

 20th year of Artaxerxes (445 BC) 
 historical verifiable 

o "sevens" = shabuwa context 
 Genesis 29:27-28 (Jacob, Laban, Leah, Rachel) 
 period to rebuild Jerusalem 

o 69 x 7 = 483 years 
o 360 day year 
o 483 x 360 = 173,880 days 
o 173,880 / 365.25 = 476 + 21 days 
o 476 - 445 = 31 + 1 = 32 AD 
o Sir Robert Anderson (1841-1918) and others have 

calculated to the day Christ was crucified 



 Amazing conclusions: 
o accurate prediction of Christ's death 500 years ahead of 

time 
o accurately placed Christ's death between two events - 

rebuilding and destruction of Jerusalem, both of which 
are well documented in history 

 
Other fulfilled prophecies (very partial list) 

 Modern events 
o Scattering of Israel (Leviticus 26:33-38, Deuteronomy 

28:64-67 and others) 
o Jerusalem a "burdensome stone for all the people" 

(Zechariah 12:2-3, Zechariah 14:1-3) 
o Israel re-gathered (Deuteronomy 30:3, Ezekiel 7:11) 

 Ancient Events 
o Cyrus declares Temple to be rebuilt (Isaiah 44:28; 54:1) 
o Babylon's 70 rule over Judah (Jeremiah 25:11-12) 
o Destruction of Tyre (Ezekiel 26) 
o Destruction of Sidon (Ezekiel 28) 
o Destruction Samaria (Hosea 13:16, Micah 1:6) 
o Destruction of Nineveh (Nahum 1:8, 10; 2:6; 3:13, 19) 

 Nineveh mighty and prosperous at time of Nahum 
 Details: drunkenness, city to be burned 
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