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Bible Study – Daniel 

Week 5 – Chapter 3 

 

I. The Abridged History of Idol Worship 
 

A. 2
nd

 Commandment – Exodus 20:4: - You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether 

in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that 

is in the water under the earth. 
5 

You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for 

I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, 

to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 
6 

but showing steadfast 

love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

B. Idol worship referred to two things in the Old Testament: 1. Worshipping false gods 

through an image or otherwise. 2. Worshipping the Lord by means of images. 

C. Genesis 31:19 - First case of idolatry in the Bible was described when Rachel stole 

her father’s “teraphim” or his household gods. 

D. Many idols were present in Egypt and likely adopted by the Jews during their 

captivity 

E. Exodus 32 - The Jews created a golden calf to worship while Moses was delayed on 

the mountain, getting the 10 Commandments. 

F. Numbers 21:9 – Moses made a bronze snake pole and told the people that if they 

looked it at, they would not die from their snake bites.  

a. It was destroyed in 2 Kings 18:4 by Hezekiah because the people had begun 

worshipping it and burning incense to it. 

G. When the Jews came into the promise land, they were supposed to kill everything 

there and destroy all the idols (Exodus 23:24, 34:13, Numbers 33:52, Deuteronomy 

7:5) 

a. They did not obey God in this and thus were caught up in the same kind of 

worship that the pagans practiced 

H. What did the Lord think of this? 

a. Jeremiah 3:6-10 

 

II. Daniel 3:1-3 
 

King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and 

whose width was six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of 

Babylon. 
2 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent for the satraps, the prefects, and the 

governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the 

officials of the provinces, to assemble and come to the dedication of the statue 

that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
3 

So the satraps, the prefects, and the 

governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the 



2 

officials of the provinces, assembled for the dedication of the statue that King 

Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

 

A. The King likely built this statue as a tribute to the dream he had in chapter 2 

B. The standard measurement for a cubit is about 18 inches. It was generally considered 

to be the length of the forearm. 

 

Culture Inches (centimeters) 

Hebrew (short) 17.5 (44.5) 

Egyptian 17.6 (44.7) 

Common (short) 18 (45.7) 

Babylonian (long) 19.8 (50.3) 

Hebrew (long) 20.4 (51.8) 

Egyptian (long) 20.6 (52.3) 

 

C. The statue would have been roughly 90 feet by 9 feet. 

D. The statue was likely not solid gold. Rather it would have likely had a wooden frame 

that was coated with some other material, and then overlaid in gold. 

E. There is debate whether the entire statue was an image of a man, or whether the 

height also included the base/foundation. If the latter is the case, the statue could have 

been much smaller. Though, it wasn’t beyond the scope of Babylonian architecture to 

build something this large. 

F. The statue could have been of Nebuchadnezzar as a tribute to his greatness, or to the 

god Marduk. 

G. Modern archeologist may have located the actual spot of the statue. It may have been 

in Tulûl Dûra (tell of Dura) which is 16 miles south of Babylon. 

H. The list of the officials is probably in order of authority. 

 

III. Daniel 3:4-7 
 

When they were standing before the statue that Nebuchadnezzar had set up, 
4 

the 

herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and 

languages, 
5 

that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, 

drum, and entire musical ensemble, you are to fall down and worship the golden 

statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 
6 

Whoever does not fall down and 

worship shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire.” 
7 

Therefore, 
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as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, 

drum, and entire musical ensemble, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell 

down and worshiped the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

 

A. “Peoples, nations and languages” 

a. Recall that the Babylonian empire had a policy of appointing native people to 

govern their lands. As all the administrators were called together, there were a 

diverse amount of languages and people that were represented. 

b. The official language in Babylon was Aramaic. When the herald spoke, he 

would have spoken in Aramaic. Everyone would have understood this. 

B. The “dedication” of this statue was meant to prove loyalty to the king by forcing 

everyone to bow down. 

C. The horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, and drum listed above are rough translations of the 

instruments used. Basically they were either stringed instruments, horns (likely 

carved from animal horns), or bag pipe-like instruments with varying pitches. 

D. The Aramaic word sĕgid is used here and is indicative of worshiping a deity. This 

further supports that the statue may be of Marduk. 

E. The penalty for disobeying this order to worship the statue was death by the fiery 

furnace. 

a. The “fiery furnace” was probably a large kiln that was onsite, used in the 

construction of the statue. 

b. The kiln would have been used to bake bricks and melt the gold. 

c. It would have had a small opening in the front needed to add fuel (likely 

charcoal) and an opening at the top to vent. 

d. This kiln would have likely have been built into a rock face. This would have 

provided structural support and allowed access to the top of the kiln. 

e. A kiln of this nature could have reached temperatures of 1800 degrees F, 

roughly the same temperature as a crematorium. 

 

 
 

IV. Daniel 3:8-12 
 

Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the 

Jews. 
9 
They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 

10 
You, O king, 
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have made a decree, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 

trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall fall down and worship the 

golden statue, 
11 

and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be thrown into 

a furnace of blazing fire. 
12 

There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over 

the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These 

pay no heed to you, O king. They do not serve your gods and they do not worship 

the golden statue that you have set up.”  

 

A. Chaldeans 

a. These were the native Babylonians, probably fellow wise men 

b. The word for Chaldeans was also used to mean astrologer, so they could be 

both 

c. Some commentaries describe the men in this verse as being Chaldean Nobles 

B. The word translated as “Denounced” literally means “ate the pieces of”.  This 

indicates extreme hostility. 

C. They first reminded the King of his decree, and then pointed out the Jews that didn’t 

obey. 

D. They were obviously upset at the “Jews”, why else mention their nationality, rather 

than just identifying them. 

E. It appears as though they were trying to point out that even though the King gave the 

Jews positions of authority, they were still insubordinate and unthankful. 

F. Where was Daniel while all this was happening? 

a. Unquestionably, if Daniel were here, he would react in the same way as his 

friends and not bow to the idol 

b. Daniel 2:49 may give us a clue as to where Daniel is: Daniel made a request 

of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over the 

affairs of the province of Babylon. But Daniel remained at the king’s court. 

c. Would the Chaldeans have opposed Daniel? 

 

V. Daniel 3:13-18 
 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego be brought in; so they brought those men before the king. 
14 

Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 

that you do not serve my gods and you do not worship the golden statue that I 

have set up? 
15 

Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, 

lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to fall down and worship the 

statue that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall 

immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god that will 

deliver you out of my hands?” 
16 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the 

king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a defense to you in this 

matter. 
17 

If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of 

blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. 
18 

But if not, be it 

known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship 

the golden statue that you have set up.” 

 

A. The King was furious ordered that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought 

before him. He questioned them in unbelief that they would defy him. 

B. He gave them a second chance to reconsider what they were doing and obey him. 
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C. “Who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?” (What God indeed…) 

a. Even after witnessing the power of Yahweh through Daniel, the King may 

have been challenging God here, saying that not even He could prevent their 

deaths. 

D. “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a defense to you in this matter” 

a. Interesting note, they didn’t preface their statement with “Oh King live 

forever” 

b. These men basically said that they didn’t need to be careful how they 

answered. It was a matter of fact to them that they were not going to bow 

down before the idol. Whatever the King would do to them, they would 

submit, but they would not worship another god. 

E. They had faith in God no matter what. God could save them if He chose to, but even 

if he didn’t, they were resolute in their decision. 

a. They did not say any of this proudly, but rather in humility. They were 

waiting for the will of God to be done. God’s sovereignty was not in question; 

it was just a matter of if He chose to save them. 

b. Very similar to Job 13:15 

F. The reason not to submit – Matthew 10:28-33, Mark 8:38 

G. Have you faced choices similar to this situation, where you have the choice to stand 

up for God or deny him? 

 

VI. Daniel 3:19-23 
 

Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego that his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven 

times more than was customary, 
20 

and ordered some of the strongest guards in his 

army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to throw them into the furnace of 

blazing fire. 
21 

So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, 

their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of 

blazing fire. 
22 

Because the king’s command was urgent and the furnace was so 

overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego. 
23 

But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, 

bound, into the furnace of blazing fire. 

 

A. “His face was distorted” 

a. Literally, he was so mad that his face was scrunched up 

B. It may not have been exactly 7 times hotter; it’s not likely the kiln had a thermometer. 

Instead 7 times likely used as a number of completion. 

C. Why use the strongest guards? 

a. There was really no reason for this as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

offered no resistance, but it is likely that the strongest men were used to avoid 

human or divine intervention.  At least, the King thought this may work… 

D. The command was urgent, meaning that the men were unable to equip and protect 

themselves from the heat. 

E. “Fell down” – literally “Fell down in the middle of” – This probably means that they 

were thrown in from the top. 
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VII. Daniel 3:24-30 
 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his 

counselors, “Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?” They answered 

the king, “True, O king.” 
25 

He replied, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the 

middle of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god.” 
26 

Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, 

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! 

Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 
27 

And 

the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together 

and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of 

their heads was not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of 

fire came from them. 
28 

Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who 

trusted in him. They disobeyed the king’s command and yielded up their bodies rather 

than serve and worship any god except their own God. 
29 

Therefore I make a decree: 

Any people, nation, or language that utters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins; 

for there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way.” 
30 

Then the king 

promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 

 

A. The King was shocked at what he saw and checked with is advisors to make certain 

that only 3 men were thrown in. 

B. The 3 men were now unbound and walking around in the fire 

C. “has the appearance of a god” 

a. This is literally translated as “son of the gods” – remember, Nebuchadnezzar 

was a pagan. 

b. The Talmud records this entity as the angel Gabriel 

c. Many Christians believe that this is a preincarnate Christophany – An 

appearance of Christ in the Old Testament before his humanly birth. 

D. “…and not even the smell of fire came from them” 

a. In no way were the 3 men harmed. In fact, despite being in the fire, there was 

not even the smell of smoke about them. 

E. Even after witnessing Yahweh’s power a second time, Nebuchadnezzar still was not a 

believer. He again only recognized God as the supreme god in his pantheon. 

F. His decree may have only been an attempt to appease God, since he did just try to kill 

3 of His followers. 

G. The King promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to even higher positions, the 

exact opposite thing that the Chaldeans had wanted. 


